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THE Spectator Company has just issued a new work of con- 
siderable interest to life agents, bearing the title “ Talks with 
Life Insurance Agents,” the author being Henry Worthington 
Smith. The work is intended as a guide and instructor to new 
men in the business, but every life agent, no matter how expe- 
rienced he may be, will derive some benefit from a perusal of 
its pages. In aclear, simple and concise manner the agent is 
shown the nature of the policy contract and the special features 
pertaining thereto; how toestablish and conduct a profitable 
and successful agency ; the application of the law of probabili- 
ties to the facts upon which life insurance is based ; the arith- 
metical processes by which annuities, premiums and reserves 
are computed, while the contribution plan of apportioning 
surplus is fully explained. There are nineteen chapters or 
“talks” in the book, to which have been added a few tables, 
which are constantly needed for reference by the agent. Any 
agent or intending agent who carefully reads this book will 
have a comprehensive knowledge of the life insurance business, 
and will be able to intelligently present the subject to his clients. 
“Talks with Life Insurance Agents” has about 150 pages, is 
handsomely printed and bound in flexible leather in a conven- 
ient size for the pocket. It will be sent postpaid on receipt of 
price, $2. 





A CASE that will attract considerable attention among insur- 
ance brokers was tried before a jury in Judge Truax’s court last 
week. Briefly stated, the facts are as follows: E. M. Van 
Tassell gave to Beecher & Benedict an order to place $30,000 
of insurance on his grain elevator at sixty cents net to him. 
This was a very low rate, and the brokers were unable to obtain 
all the insurance immediately, but did secure $15,000 of it and 
so notified Van Tassell. The elevator was burned, and Van 
Tassell brought suit against Beecher & Benedict to recover 
$20,000. Much testimony was taken in the case as to the facts 
bearing upon it, and also as to the custom prevailing among 
brokers, At its conclusion the judge charged the jury that as 
the defendant had secured $15,000 of valid insurance, the plain- 
tiff could not in any event recover more than the $15,000 that 
was uncovered, but the jury brought in a verdict for $20,000 
and interest, and an extra allowance of $500 for costs was 
granted. Of course, the case will be appealed, and it does not 
seem possible that the higher courts will sustain the finding. If 
it is the law that brokers who are asked to place insurance are to 
be held liable for any amount that they find it impossible to 
cover, their business will be practically ruined. Brokers are 
supposed to exist for the convenience of insurers, who prefer to 
pay them a commission to looking after the insurance them- 
selves, When the brokers have done their best to place the 
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insurance and are unable to cover it, they have certainly done 
all that any reasonable man can expect of them, The firm of 
Beecher & Benedict is an old-established brokerage firm, and 
bears an excellent reputation for intelligence in the conduct of 
their business and care and painstaking in protecting the inter- 
ests of their clients. It is to be presumed that they used due 
diligence to cover the Van Tassell risk, both in his interest and 
for their own profit. Insurance cases are always intricate prob- 
lems for an average jury to consider, but the higher courts, 
possessing more intelligence, usually get at the equities when 
such cases are brought before them. This will probably be done 
when this particular case comes before a higher tribune on appeal. 





We do not usually pay attention to anonymous communica- 
tions, but the following relating to Lloyds seems to be of suffi- 
cient interest to warrant its publication, especially as it voices 
certain rumors that have long prevailed : 


[To THe Epiror or THE SPECTATOR.] 

It is rumored on the street that a certain individual procured to be formed 
fifteen Lloyds on the same day, in April, 1892, with the same subscribers and 
with the same attorneys, and issuing policies on the same properties, to the 
same persons, some of which Lloyds he has since been attempting to dispose 
of to innocent purchasers. Will you kindly inform us whether or not, in your 
opinion, it is not self-evident that such Lloyds were formed for the sole pur- 
pose of selling the same after the new law should have gone into effect, and 
with no real intention, in good faith, of entering into the insurance business 
as a business, but merely as a cover to sell so-called Lloyds charters? Are 
not every of the other fourteen of such Lloyds evidences in writing against 
the validity of the one? Has the opinion of the Attorney-General any bind- 
ing effect after his term of office expires? Would it not control the decisions 
of the court, or even his successor ? AN OLD SUBSCRIBER, 

The law exempting Lloyds from the obligations imposed upon 
stock companies is a part of the “code” of insurance laws 
passed by the legislature in April, 1892. The code was presented 
to the legislature at its previous session, but failed to pass 
because of political complications that prevented its being 
reached, It stood, therefore, as a proposed measure for several 
months ; was widely printed, and the “new code” was discussed 
in all insurance circles. No doubt, some far-seeing underwriters 
saw the advantages to be derived from having Lloyd organiza- 
tions ready for business when the measure prohibiting the for- 
mation of new ones should become a law. That any individual 
organized fifteen of them on paper at that time we do not credit, 
but that several have been organized since the law went into 
effect, based upon the previous organization, is claimed to be sus- 
ceptible of proof. If true, they were conceived in fraud and 
brought forth in iniquity, but all those that were in business at 
the time the law went into effect, October, 1892, are legitimate 
and lawful companies so far as their so-called “charter rights” 
are concerned. We have been unable to father upon any one 
individual the formation of more than two Lloyds during the 
period that intervened between the first reporting of the bill to 
one legislature and its passage by the next. No one could have 
foreseen the demand that would arise for Lloyd “ charters,” and 
hence it is incredible that any one could have organized fifteen 
of them for speculative purposes. The demand having arisen, 
however, so-called “charters” were manufactured to meet it, 
and some of these were sold at a good figure. It is more than 
probable that the holders of these will yet be called upon to fur- 
nish evidence to prove that they have a lawful existence. As to 
the opinion of the Attorney-General having “any binding 
effect” after his term of office expires, we can say that the 
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opinion of this distinguished officer never has any “ binding 
effect”” upon the courts at any time. The Attorney-General is 
the legal adviser of the State officers in general, and, as he is 
usually a lawyer of experience and eminence, his opinions are 
regarded by them as good law ; but, like all other human beings, 
the Attorney-General is liable to make mistakes, and it is not 
an infrequent occurrence for courts to give decisions directly 
opposed to opinions given by the Attorney-General. Nor would 
his opinion control his successor in office. It would be given 
due consideration, no doubt, but every such officer is bound to 
construe the laws according to his own judgment and to give his 
own interpretation of them, and the opinion of an incumbent 
may be in direct opposition to that entertained by his prede- 
cessor. Such cases are by no means infrequent. Our corre- 
spondent has touched upon a subject that is causing uneasiness 
at present to more than one dealer in Lloyds “charters,” and 
that is likely to be passed upon judicially before many months 
elapse. If anybody knows of any existing spurious Lloyds 
“charters” he should present the necessary evidence to the 
authorities. Meantime the Lloyds are here, doing more or less 
business according to the capacity of their managers, but to what 
extent they shall be held amenable to the insurance laws is a 
matter for future legislation. 
* * * * 

Since writing the above, we find that “an old subscriber” 
sent the above communication to another journal, whose editor 
also commented upon it. This was unfair and discourteous to 
both journals, but is what might be expected of one who is 
too cowardly to assume the responsibility for what he writes. 











NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


Tue Manufacturers Association of Kings and Queens counties has voted 
in favor of establishing a mutual fire insurance company to carry the members’ 
risks. A committee is now engaged in preparing a prospectus and articles of 
incorporation, and will probably soon be ready to report. 

* * * * 

LAST week twenty shares of Bond and Mortgage Guarantee Company stock 
sold at auction at 115%, ten shares of Lawyers Title Insurance Company 
stock at 150, $666 of Mutual Fire scrip of 1888 and 1890 at 26, and ten shares 
of stock of the Credit Indemnity Company of North Carolina for $1 for the 
lot. Who ever heard of the latter before ? 

* * ok ' * 

Tuomas Ec.esTon of Atlanta, Ga., president of the South-Eastern Tariff 
Association, paid a visit to this city last week. 

* * * * 

Ir is understood that several of the leading Lloyds are attempting to form 
a ten per cent commission agreement. If this is done the compact will prob- 
ably be extended in its scope so as to include the exchange of business between 
members, and an endeavor to secure control of considerable lines of surplus 
business at this city. 

* * * * 

JorDAN, Lovett & Co. of Boston have attached the assets of the Suffolk 
Mutual for $25,000 in their damage suit for annulment of contract. The 
company retaliated by bringing suit to prevent the firm from advertising them- 
selves as general agents of the company, and to compel them to turn over 
premiums in their hands, It was decided by the court that the firm could 
retain possession of premiums in hand, but must not receive any more prem- 
iums for account of the Suffolk Mutual. 

* * * * 

Ir is reported that F. W. Anthony, formerly of the firm ef Smith & 
Anthony, has become identified with the Brecklyn Lloyds, of which Geo. R. 
Kesner is attorney. The other member of this firm has just made a new 
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connection, after having fallen out with Joseph Hegeman, his co-attorney in 
the City Fire Lloyds, 
* * cS 

AT a fire on October 28 at No. 178 Canal street, Sarah Silbermeister and 
Louis Rothmann were arrested on suspicion of being implicated in setting it, 
and now Max H. Grauer has also been jailed on a charge of arson in connec- 
tion with the same fire. The explosion and fire occurred in the clothing store 
of Levi Weinberg, who carried $7000 of fire insurance. 

* * * * 

I, REMSEN LANE is home again after an extensive trip in the West in the 
interests of the Hanover Fire, of which company he is president. The 
Hanover is forty-two years old, and on January 1, 1894, had $2,070,334 of 
assets, of which sum $484,330 was charged as reserve for unearned premiums, 
and $366,684 for other liabilities, leaving a surplus to policyholders of 
$1,219,320 and a net surplus of $219,320. The Hanover is efficiently manned, 
being managed by the following-named corps of officers: President, I. 
Remsen Lane ; vice-president, Howard P. Gray ; secretary, Charles L. Roe; 
assistant secretaries, Charles A. Shaw and Joseph McCord. Mr. Lane’s visit 
to Western agencies should be productive of excellent results, and a first-class 
statement may be expected in January next. 

* * * * 

RAPID progress is being made in the construction of the new building of 
the Fidelity and Casualty Company at Cedar and Church streets, Begun 
early in July, the walls are already up and work on the roof commenced, 
and many workmen are employed in various shops getting interior work 
ready to put in place. The building is already a prominent landmark in the 
lower part of the city ; a large number of offices have already been taken. 
President Seward spends a portion of each day supervising the work, and 
takes a wonderful degree of pride in this new evidence of the success and 
prosperity of the Fidelity and Casualty. 

* * * * 

WoLrFE & IRVING, attorneys of the Safety Fire Lloyds, address THE SpEc- 
TATOR as follows, under date of November 16: ‘‘ Referring to notice in this 
week’s SPECTATOR that H. L. Smith, formerly of the firm of Smith & 
Anthony, was connected with, or had an interest in, the Safety Fire Lloyds, 
we beg to inform you that he has no connection whatever, or any interest 
whatever in the said Lloyds or the firm of Wolfe & Irving, who are attorneys 
and managers of the Safety Fire Lloyds.” Wolfe & Irving say, however, 
that Smith sold them the ‘‘ charter” of the Safety, as he has done a number 
of ‘‘ charters” to other brokers. 

* * * * 

ACCORDING to a Boston newspaper, W. F. Tilton of Natick, Mass., will 
assume charge of the office of the Underwriters Salvage Company in this city 
as superintendent. 

* * * * 

A WELL-KNOWN underwriter of large experience, in commenting upon Mr. 
Hine’s address on ‘‘ The Jew in fire insurance,” stated that he believed the 
majority of Jew risks in the large cities of the North to be as safe as Gentile 
risks; but that in the South generally, and particularly in the smaller towns 
in Mississippi, the hazard is much greater. 

* * * * 

QUITE a number of contributors to the insurance journals have been labor- 
ing earnestly to discredit the statements of C. C. Hine relative to ‘‘ Jew 
risks.” They quote local statistics and experiences to prove that he is wrong, 
but they fail to account for the fact that for several years many fire insurance 
comipanies have refused to insure ‘‘ Jew risks,” and that other companies have 
written them reluctantly and only in special cases. These companies would 
not like to be publicly quoted as refusing such risks, but they find some con- 
venient excuse for turning them down, all the same. 

* * * * 

WE are informed that the America of Jersey City has no office in this city. 
This company is now in charge of a receiver, but the officers hope to raise 
sufficient fuuds within a few days to make up the deficiency in assets and con- 


tinue the business. 
a ok aK nk 


J. F. LAUBENDER of W. A. Alexander & Co., Chicago, who represent the 
Fidelity and Casualty in the West, was a New York visitor this week. 
* * * * 
Tue Empire City Fire announces that its annual election of directors will 
occur on December 3. 
* * * * 
A CASE which is lonesome in-the annals of agency work was recently heard 
of in this city. A man needing life insurance wished to get the best policy to 
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be obtained, and for that purpose agreed to pay, and did pay, to the agent 
who took his application $75 in addition to the premium! But he will never 
do it again, so agents need not waste their time in trying to learn his name. 

*k * * * 


AN application for a ten-year endowment policy was refused absolutely a 
few days ago by one of the conservative, slow-going companies. Thereupon 
the applicant went to two of the racers, and in one got a ten-year endowment 
and in the other a twenty-year endowment, Is this to be taken as a sign that 
the rush for new business is on, or simply as a difference of opinion between 
examiners ? 

* * * 

C. W. Peastey & Co, have launched the Waldorf Fire Lloyds on the 
troubled sea of fire underwriting, and will write a maximum line of $5000. 
This Lloyds has ten subscribers, who are rated (in the circular of the attor- 
neys) at from $75,000 to $300,000 each. Half of them are New York men, 
two are located in Virginia, two in New Jersey and one in Pennsylvania. The 
title of the concern has a strikingly new and fresh flavor attached to it. 

* * * * 


MENDELSON & Co.,, attorneys of the Continental Lloyds, announce their 
willingness to receive applications for insurance on “‘ first-class mercantile and 
sprinkled surplus lines,” on which they will write up to $2500. The Conti- 
nental Lloyds has twenty-six subscribers, and additions will be made to the 
list until it numbers 100. 

* * * * 


THE application of some of the subscribers of the City Fire Lloyds for a 
receiver for the firm of Joseph Hegeman & Co,, attorneys for the Lloyds, has 
heen withdrawn in consequence of the change in the firm, whereby H. L, 
Smith is succeeded by S. N. Murphy of Warner, De Forrest & Co., and 
W. W. Grant, both subscribers of the City Fire Lloyds and the Excelsior 
Fire Lloyds. Mr. Hegeman states that the affairs of the City Fire Lloyds 
are on a substantial basis, and that its recent trouble was caused by the 
methods of Mr. Smith. 





CHICAGO SURVEYS. 


So long as Chicago is not the United States headquarters of the Imperial 
Fire Insurance Company, the recent move whereby the Southern field was 
detached from the Western department and placed under a separate jurisdic- 
tion, is undoubtedly a wise step, relieving, as it does, Manager Osmun of the 
care of a number of distant and peculiar States. The new Southern general 
agent, J. T. Dargan of Atlanta, has won his spurs and will add largely to the 
prestige of the Imperial’s position in this country. 

* * *k * 

SPECIAL agents have of late been numerous in these parts and have evidently 
been called in by managers for the purpose of having the ‘* long talks” so 
dear to the heart of the Russian novelists. The Iowa excitement as to the 
prospective struggle, the Michigan dissatisfaction with the lumber advance, 
the Kentucky and Tennessee Association affairs and the scattering complaints 
as to Lloyds and mutual competition, all afford interesting topics for the boys 
to discuss with the bosses, 

* * * * 
. THE retail druggists of Wisconsin talk of getting up a mutual for the pur- 
pose of giving the regulars a dose. But assuming that the rapacity of the 
companies is all that the fond fancy of a druggist could paint, it would seem 
at best a case of par nobile fratrum. ‘There is, however, this difference 
between the schedule rating of the druggist and that of the underwriter, viz., 
that the latter is analytic, while the former is paralytic. 

cas * * * 

FAR more sensible was the course adopted by the National Confectioners’ 
Association of the United States at their sixth annual convention, when the 
executive committee ‘‘ were instructed to investigate and report the result of 
their inquiries as to the best means for the prevention of fire in candy 
factories.” The committee thereupon published a little volume containing 
ten practical suggestions, in the belief that ‘‘ a majority of the safeguards 
can be successfully carried out, and by so doing possibly perpetuate a pros- 
perous business.” 

* * * * 

It will be observed that the candy men were content to ‘‘ perpetuate a pros- 

perous business,” and let the insurance men try to do the same for themselves. 
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They had, perhaps, noted that in the course of insurance conventions no sug 
gestion was ever made that the managers should try to run an amateur candy 
factory, or even have a good old-fashioned candy-pull. 


* * * * 

BuT cotton and woolen men, wooden men (we mean lumber men), millers 
and other classes of manufacturers, are but seldom content to make their 
associations agencies for mutual improvement, but must needs also exploit a 
new and untried field and do badly what genuine insurance companies stand 
ready to do well. 

* * * * 

THAT popular revival hymn, the Ninety and Nine, is just now engaging 
the fervent attention of one James Hess, who held a Lloyds policy, backed 
up by roo ‘‘ underwriters,” whose ‘‘atness” Mr. Hess is now trying to dis- 
cover, after getting a judgment for the one hundredth part of his claim against 
one of these guarantors, without any disposition being shown on the part of 
the ninety-nine to ‘* get a move on them,” 

* * * * 

THE symptoms of decomposition, already shown by the various Lloyds, 
have now assumed a more positive hue in consequence of the decision of the 
Illinois Supreme Court as to the right of these associations to do business in 
this State in their pretended individual capacity. The court says in effect 
that hermaphrodites need not apply, while Superintendent Durfee probably 
concludes that they are ‘‘nae gude coompany for man or beast.” 


* * * * 

‘* THERE'S blood on the face of the moon, the Queen’s in danger!” The 
war cry of the Black Crook was echoed by Manager Rogers, who decided to 
pay the fine assessed against him by the Underwriters Association and thus 
continue to dwell in harmony with his associates, It is stated that there are 
several offices which have not yet been found out, but it is generally regretted 
that detective methods should have become necessary in order to secure such 
proof as was presented to the investigating committee in the Darrow case. 


* * * * 

Mr. Darrow claims to find fault with the trial committee for not endeav- 
oring to settle the case through amicable mediation prior to conviction, as 
such a course seems to be required under the by-laws of the association defin- 
ing the method of procedure. The recourse to the writ of injunction is said 
to have been taken by Mr. Darrow because of his firm belief that the com- 
mittee arbitrarily decided his offense as a willful violation because of certain 
personal feelings hostile to his office. 

* * * * 

THE abuse of the credit system is, no doubt, responsible for the downfall 
of many sub-agents. Last week the Queen caused the arrest of one such 
for appropriating premiums, and while no business can hope to be entirely 
exempt from desperate accounts or dead beats, the losses sustained by the 
various ofhcers through solicitors have been surprisingly large in recent years. 
There is hardly an office doing any considerable business through solicitors, 
but admits that such business is not only conducted without profit to the 
agent, but that the money losses incurred through the defalcation or death of 
solicitors is an experience as aggravating as it is frequent. 


* * * * 

IN course of time the present system will, no doubt, undergo changes in 
this respect, as competent, legitimate agents cannot forever go on running the 
bargain counter at a personal loss to themselves, even for the sake of securing 
te their companies a line of preferred business and small risks. One office 
here lately analyzed its business, and found that it yielded the firm but four 
per cent net profit, apd that over one hundred thousand dollars in premiums 
had been taken over the counter without yielding a dollar's profit to the house. 





—W. M. J. Werker’s ‘‘ Die Zusammengesetzte Zinsen-und Zeitrenten-oder 
Annuitatenrechnung”’ (the calculation of compound interests and annuities), 
Utrecht and Berlin, 1893, is a timely publication. The earlier works on the 
same subject by such authorities as F,. Thoman, F. Vintejoux and J. de 
Reinach, Professor Spitzer and others were excellent books in their days, but 
are now rather antiquated and not complete enough to answer the modern 
claims to a first-class hand-book. They also suffer to an extent from mis- 
prints, which make their use, in part, more or less unreliable. Mr, Werker’s 
tables have been computed with the greatest care, and are, as far as we can 
see, all that can be demanded as to completeness and exactness. The practi- 
cal insurance man will no doubt find them a most valuable source to refer to. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
ATLANTA, GA. 


[From Our Own CoRRESPONDENT.] 

The two life insurance associations that have been organized in Atlanta 
within the past year have made a showing that can be looked to with pride by 
their officers, Atlanta has an accident insurance company also that has 
enjoyed unusual success. These companies have not only sought the patren- 
age of the people of Georgia, but have launched out into other States. 
Atlanta is the Gate city of the South, whose people look to it to open the 
fields for industries, With its large increasing population and taxable prop- 
erty, we see no reason why it cannot be placed in line with New York and 
other large cities. 

James T. Prince, Southern manager United States Mutual Accident Asso- 
ciation of New York, has just returned from a trip in South Carolina, 

Legare Walker, one of the best insurance men in the State; was in Atlanta 
a few days this week. Mr. Walker, who was the senior member of the firm 
of Walker, Wise & Co. of Macon, Ga., has retired from that firm, and has 
entered into the insurance business alone. 

W. H. Westmoreland, general agent for the Travelers Accident Company 
for Atlanta, is in South Carolina, where he is writing a big business, 

There is a great deal of speculation as to whether the results of the recent 
elections will restore confidence and brighten business up. The general 
impression is that it will, and that hard times from now on will be a thing of 
the past. The insurance men have had a hard road to travel for the last three 
years, and the business that has been written has been by hard work on their 
part. Address a man on insurance, and the first thing he will say to you is, 
** Times are too hard.” But taking it as a whole, the South has been very 
fortunate. She has suffered less from the stringency of the money market 
than any other section of the United States, and Southern agents for insur- 
ance companies have as a majority headed the list in writing new business, 

James H. Couper, of the firm of James T. Prince & Co., State agents for 
United States Mutual Accident Association for the State of Georgia, has 
retired from that firm and entered into business for himself. 

Among the prominent insurance men in Georgia there is none more popular 
than T. S. Lowry, general agent Union Central Life, with headquarters at 
Macon. Mr. Lowry is an elegant gentleman personally and a first-class 
insurance man. 

The firm of Douglas & Dowling, general insurance agents, with offices in 
the Equitable building, has dissolved, W. J. Dowling selling his interest to 
Cliff C. Hatcher, the style of the firm now being Douglas & Hatcher. The 
new firm is composed of the right sort of stuff for insurance solicitors, 
and they will continue to get their share of the insurance that is written 
under the new firm as they did under the old. 

A complimentary dinner was given by the Equitable life agencies of Ala- 
bama, Florida, North and South Carolina and Georgia at the Hotel Aragon this 
week, Mr. Perdue of the firm of Perdue & Egleston, the general agents for 
Atlanta, presided, G. E. Tarbell, the third vice-president of the company, being 
the guest of honor. Mr. Tarbell’s speech was the feature of the evening and 
was delivered in an eloquent manner. An elegant menu was served, with plenty 
of wine to add to the pleasure of the occasion. All the local agents were 
The hall was profusely decorated with chrysanthemums, and every- 
In fact, it was an 


present, 
thing to add to the enjoyment of the evening was done, 
all-round success in every particular. 

A trade has just been consummated between W. H. Westmoreland 
and the Riley-Grant Company, whereby they take charge of the accident 
branch of the Travelers Insurance Company for Atlanta. Mr. Westmoreland 
has been connected with this company for some time under the general agency 
of George S. O’Bear, but the Riley-Grant Company has taken charge of the 
accident department, and Mr. Westmoreland will do the active soliciting for 
The Riley-Grant Company control a large insurance agency here, 
This agreement will, no doubt, prove of 
LOREN, 


them, 

running fire as their principal line. 

great benefit to the Travelers Insurance Company. 
ATLANTA, GA., November Ig. 





ALBANY. 
[From Our Own CorRESPONDENT. ] 

Now that the legislators have been elected, and the air is filled with politi- 
cal gossip, it is interesting to insurance men of. the State to know who of the 
Assembly insurance committee of last year are coming back to legislate this 
year, and which were made to ‘‘ bite the dust” by their political opponents. 
The chairman of last year’s committee, Mr, Ilobbie of Washington county, 
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will not return. Mr, Stevenson will take his chair. Wray of Kings is coming 
back, and from his good record of last year, it is possible that he will get some 
nice places on committees, even if the insurance committee isn’t one of them, 
Whittet of: Erie will come back, and so will Howe of Tioga and Cutler of 
Rockland, Free-trader Rider of Westchester, Wells of Onondaga, Harrigan 
of Westchester, Loonan of Kings and McNamee of Ulster will all do some- 
thing besides make laws this winter. Those of them who were Democrats 
will give place to Republicans. It will be a difficult matter to find a Demo- 
crat on the floor of the House, for they will be few and far between. There 
will be but twenty-three of them. 

The decision which the Attorney-General has just written in reference to a 
mutual fire insurance company is of interest. Here it is, directed to the 
Superintendent of Insurance : 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
26th ult., together with a certified copy of the charter of the Millers and Man- 
ufacturers Insurance Company of Minneapolis, Minn., and you ask whether 
or not the same is in conformity with the insurance laws of this State, and if 
found to be so, that I attach my certificate of approval thereto. 

Section 110 of the insurance law of this State requires at least thirteen per- 
sons for the formation of a fire insurance corporation, while there are but 
seven incorporators named in section 1 of the certified copy of articles of incor- 
poration of the company named. 

Section 111 of the insurance law of this State prohibits a domestic corpora- 
tion from commencing business in the counties of New York and Kings until 
agreements shall have been entered into for insurance, the premiums on which 
shall amount to $200,000 ; while section 12 of the proposed charter permits 
the company to do business in the State of Minnesota and elsewhere whenever 
its capital and the accumulations thereon shall amount to $100,000, and it is 
possible that the word ‘‘elsewhere” might be considered broad enough to 
permit the Millers and Manufacturers Association, if admitted to do business 
in this State, to do business in the counties of New York and Kings, from 
which domestic corporations with a like amount of capital are now excluded. 

For the reasons above stated, I am of the opinion that the charter of this 
company does not conform to the insurance law. 

The Underwriters Association of Eastern New York will hold its next meet- 
ing on December 7 at Albany. For the first time at an insurance meeting 
Superintendent of Insurance Pierce will deliver an address, Governor 
Flower of New York and ex-Governor Russell of Massachusetts will assist in 
making the evening pass pleasantly. It will be presided over by William H. 
Haskell, chamberlain of the city of Albany and ex-manager of the Equitable. 

Manager H. S. Bull of the Home Life entertained his agents here not long 
ago. A pleasant time was enjoyed and all the beauties of Albany exhibited. 

The other day in the Court of Appeals return papers were received in a 
case which is of utmost importance to the insurance world. It is that of the 
Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Company of Springfield, Mass., 
against the village of Keesville. When the case first came to the attention of 
the courts it was explained in this way: A resident of Keesville had her 
property insured in the insurance company to the extent of $5000, The house 
burned down, and the insurance company paid insured $4500 and took an 
assignment of her claim. The insurance company sued the village for the 
amount, claiming that the village was liable as it had not provided a good fire 
department, while the company had paid a tax for the support of a good and 
sufficient one. The case was won by the defendant at special term, and an 
appeal was taken to the general term. There Justice Herrick of this city 
decided that the case must be reversed, and the village should pay the amount. 
The village has now appealed to the Court of Appeals. If the Court of 
Appeals holds the same as the general term did, it will probably be the means 
of many actions commenced against villages by insurance companies, 

ALBANY, N. Y., November Ig. BATES. 





NEW ORLEANS. 
[From OurR Own CoRRESPONDENT.] 

The rebate question here, of which so much has been said and written, has 
again settled down, and matters are once more moving along smoothly with 
little, if any, friction between the different agents and companies. About the 
only good done by all of the recent turning up here and investigation by the 
compact commission has been to make parties more careful, if anything, in 
their little doings, and to curb the eagerness for business for several of our 
younger and more ambitious underwriters. 

Looking at the matter calmly and from an outside standpoint, it does seem 
a great deal like a ‘‘tempest in a teapot,” being a matter, we think, that 
should be left entirely to the agents themselves for settlement, without inter- 
ference by outside parties. Everyone admits that rebating is a pernicious 
practice and should be stopped, but we think the companies themselves 
recognize the fact that it is almost an impossibility under existing conditions 
for any one to put a stop to this but the agents themsel ves by united action. 
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Considerable amusement has been created here by the attempted impeach- 
ment of one of the prominent younger insurance men from the city council 
for taking a commission on some business of property belonging to the city, 
which he, in the ordinary course of business, placed with other agents. It 
appears that a statute in the charter of the city forbids any man holding office 
from taking any contract or making money in any way out of the city. As 
we understand it, the business was gotten in an entirely legitimate manner, 
the agent himself, of course, obtaining the preference by being a member of 
the administration, and we do not see that there is anything wrong in the 
transaction ; but, be this as it may, our young friend has been considerably 
worried, we understand. 

New Orleans has been suffering lately from (what seems to be an epidemic) 
small fires, none of them doing very much damage, but still calling our fire 
department out two, three and four times every night to different parts of the 
city. In several instances very good work has been done by the department, 
and large fires stopped in thickly populated sections, even though they were 
badly handicapped. On the night of the 12th inst. a fire occurred, the cause 
of which has been laid to our recent labor troubles amongst the ’longshoremen 
and screwmen on our levees, which destroyed about $500,000 worth of prop- 
erty at Westwego wharf and elevator, opposite the upper portion of this city 
on the Mississippi river, The loss was mainly to the marine companies, which 
this season have been monopolizing the Texas cotton business by insuring it 
all the way through from interior points to its destination on the other side, 
including all shore risks, and must come to them as a considerable blow to 
profits on this business, which legitimately belongs to the fire companies. 

The cotton on this wharf, on which the fire took place, was piled six and 
eight tiers high and furnished excellent food for a large conflagration, the fire 
leaping from bale to bale, and making such a hot fire that no one could get 
at it. The fire companies here knowing exactly and being familiar with the 
cotton risk, prohibit the piling of cotton in open sheds and wharf, and will 
not take or have anything to do with it whilst piled over one tier high in our 
presses, where there is every precaution taken against fire and ample facilities 
for fighting it. Perhaps, after a few fires of the character of this one, the 
marine companies will make some restriction in this connection, but as it is 
now, several of the larger fire companies .are not writing anything on mer- 
chandise or anything on levees, or in the sheds of same, where cotton is 
allowed to be stored in this way. 

With proper precaution cotton, more especially in our presses, is an excel- 
lent risk, and companies can make money out of it by writing good lines in 
them ; but when it comes to piling cotton in immense quantities on a wooden 
wharf, simply covered with tarpaulins, or perhaps by a frame composition 
roof shed, and without leaving proper space to get at the cotton with buckets 
and barrels, etc., in case of fire, companies want to be particularly careful as 
to what lines they accept. 

Life insurance matters here are brightening up not a little, owing, perhaps, 
to the visit of several prominent managers or officers of companies to this 
city, and everything points to a prosperous year for them. Considerable 
interest is being shown, and talk made, over the consolidation of the recently 
formed Louisiana Life Insurance Company with the Southern Industrial Life 
Insurance Company, now doing a good business here as well as at several 
other points in this State. It has not yet been definitely decided whether this 
consolidation will take place, but should the deal be consummated, it will 
give us a very strong industrial company, officered by some of_our best citi- 
zens, who can, no doubt, control a splendidly paying business in this State 
and the South. 

A newly formed company here, a charter of which has been published, is 
called the Independent Fire Insurance Company. The company was formed, 
we understand, to fight the compact, but being officered by people in whom 
the underwriters and insuring people do not seem to have much confidence, 
the fraternity is not looking on them with very much fear. 

Among the recent visitors to our city were H. C. Stockdell, general agent 
of the Phenix of Brooklyn; J. C. Seymour, special agent of the Imperial 
of London, and Henry Evans, vice-president of the Continental Insurance 
Company. IRREGULAR, 

NEw ORLEANS, LA., November 17. 





MINNESOTA. 
[From Our OWN CoRRESPONDENT. ] 
Minneapolis insurance men have arrived at an agreement by which they 
believe all rebating will cease. The agreement, which has been signed by all 


“‘ first” agents, of which there are about forty, except Christian & Wagner, 
S. T. Johnson and E, H. Bass, provides that any one convicted of rebating 
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will be debarred from receiving any long lines of insurance or portions of 
insurance from the other agents, which would curtail the business to such an 
extent that there would be no money in it for them. Insurance men are 
strongly in favor of the agreement, and believe that it will be effective in 
stopping rebates. 

The Humboldt Milling Company of Minneapolis has sued the Mannheim 
Insurance Company of Mannheim, Germany, for $760.23 on flour alleged to 
have been damaged in transit between Minneapolis and the East via Chicago 
and the Great Lakes. 

E. B. Trubey of Minneapolis has settled his difficulty with the American 
Masonic Accident Association, accepting $700 in notes of the company for the 
balance due him. The company has already paid him $565, and the notes are 
payable January, April and July 15. 

The jury awarded John K. Lane $100 damages in the personal damage suit 
against E. B. Ames, the well-known insurance agent. Lane sued for $5000 
for damages through letters which the defendant circulated about the plaintiff. 

Mrs. Huldah E. Rees of Minneapolis sues the Equitable Aid Union of 
Columbus, Pa., for $1000, the provisions of the company being that physical 
disability shall entitle members to half the amount of policy, and for this she 
sues. 

F, A. Busch of Red Wing was in Winona recently seeking to form a stock 
insurance company, with headquarters in Winona, to issue policies only in 
cities of less than 50,000 population which have fire departments, 

At a recent meeting of the board of fire commissioners of Minneapolis, an 
insurance representative urged the necessity of larger mains in the wholesale 
district before new paving is put down, 

The Minneapolis and St. Paul Insurance Association held their semi-annual 
dinner at the West Hotel, Minneapolis, recently. Dr. J. W. Fisher and Geo. 
R. Copeland of Milwaukee, J. H. Kennedy of Dayton, O.; H. A. Munger ef 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., and J. A. Melone of Rochester, Minn., were visitors. 

John McFarland of Adrian, Minn., has been appointed county organizer 
for the N. F. A. and I. U., a mutual life insurance association for farmers 
and village mechanics and their wives. 

The fire commissioners of Duluth, Minn., have elected John T. Black, for- 
merly chief of the St. Paul fire department, chief. 

The American Steel Barge Company of West Superior, Wis., has decided 
to carry no insurance on its fleet, as the premiums have cost it more than it 
has realized in losses every year but one, when they made $3000. 

The Western Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Albert Lea, Minn., 
recently organized, will begin November 15 with g15 members and $1,500,000 
insurance. It is backed by prominent business men of Albert Lea. 

Governor Nelson denies saying that insurance companies are frauds. He 
says he carries insurance on his own property. He favors, under certain con- 
ditions, the State laying aside the amounts it would expend for premiums for 
a fund to be drawn upon in case of fire. He favors a valued policy law, and 
does not favor an anti-compact law. He believes insurance, both fire and 
life, to be a public blessing ; regarding life insurance as better than a savings 
bank, as the money is available at a time when it is most needed. His inter- 
views to this effect were given prominence in the Republican papers just prior 
to election day. P. P. P. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., November 12. 





NEW ENGLAND. 
[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

F. A. Colley is on a business trip to New York and Baltimore. 

The Mercantile Fire and Marine Insurance Company, Boston, has declared 
a three per cent semi-annual dividend. 

The American Union Life Insurance Company made application for 
admission to Massachusetts, but the application has been denied by the Insur- 
ance Commissioner on the ground that the special rebate of twenty-five per 
cent the first year and five per cent thereafter, which is granted to charter 
members, is in violation of the anti-rebate laws of Massachusetts. 

The Wachuset Mutual Fire Insurance Company, managed by OBrion & 
Russell, has been admitted to Lilinois. Nye & Taylor will be general agents 
for that State. ; 

C. H. Wise of the firm of Hollis & Wise has received a license for doing a 
surplus line business. 

The Mercantile Mutual Accident Association will celebrate its fourteenth 
anniversary on January 4, and the occasion will be an event in its history. It 
will be planned and carried out by the new agency manager, H. E. Stevens, 

The ruling to the effect that hereafter four months’ non-occupancy permit 
may be granted for one year and a vacancy permit of thirty days has been 
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adopted by the Massachusetts Mutual Fire Insurance Union. The short rate 
of fifty cents will be hereafter charged. It is expected that the New Eng- 
land Insurance Exchange will adopt the ruling. 

The Bosten Board of Fire Underwriters has voted to add stables containing 
more than four horses used for business purposes to the list on which two and 
one-half annual rates for three-year and four annual rates on five-year poli- 
cies be charged. 

The following guide for writing term insurance in Maine has been issued 
by W. S. Denney of Portland. In writing policies for a term less than one 
year, or canceling policies, the short rate table shall be strictly observed, 
fractional parts of months being reckoned as full months. Private dwellings, 
private barns belonging thereto, farm property occupied by the owner, build- 
ings occupied exclusively as asylums, banks, offices, churches, chapels, chari- 
table institutions, colleges, hospitals, jails, school houses, public libraries, 
town or municipal buildings, and the contents thereof (except secret society 
and lodge furniture, regalia and paraphernalia), may be written for a term of 
years for not less than one-half the annual rate for each year more than one, 
but farm risks are not to be written for a longer term than three years, No 
other property may be written for a longer term than one year, except that 
farm property not occupied by the owner, summer dwellings and buildings 
occupied for mercantile purposes, may be written for a term not exceeding 
three years at not less than three-fourths of the annual rate for each year in 
excess of one, 

The application of the Suffolk Mutual Fire Insurance Company for an 
injunction restraining Jordan, Lovett & Co, from acting as agents for the com- 
pany was argued in the Supreme Judicial Court before Judge Norton last 
Friday. E. 1. Baker, counsel for the company, appeared for the plaintiff, 
and ex-Attorney-General A. E. Pillsbury for Jordan, Lovett & Co, The court 
ruled that if Jordan, Lovett & Co, file a stipulation agreeing to turn over to 
the company all checks received for premiums they now have, and all checks 
in the future in payment on policies issued by the company, no injunction is 
to be issued, otherwise the defendants are to be enjoined. The court further 
ruled that Jordan, Lovett & Co. might, in turning over collections to the 
company, retain commissions on sums collected up to and including that date, 
November 16, The counsel for the defendants stated that his clients agreed 
with the company that the agency had terminated, consequently need for an 
injunction no longer existed. 

State Fire Marshal C. W. Whitcomb has added another curious confession 
to his unique collection. On November 13 the Wesley House, Cottage City, 
which was insured for $18,000, was burned, A. C, Wesley, who kept the 
hotel, was the owner of the property, and a significant fact was that it was 
taxed for but $7000. Mr. Whitcomb learned enough to cause him to suspect 
Mr. Wesley, and the latter was arrested, but subsequently released on bail. 
Wesley admitted having set fire to the hotel, and his written confession con- 
tained the following extraordinary statement: ‘‘I, Augustus G. Wesley of 
Cottage City, in the commonwealth of Massachusetts, went from prayer meet- 
ing at the Methodist Church in Cottage City to the Wesley House,” etc. 

Nathan Warren, resident secretary in Boston of the Equitable Life Assur- 
ance Society, has been nominated for Mayor by the Republicans of the city of 
Waltham. 

A. C, Adams and U. C. Crosby were in New York the past week in the 
interest of the compact to regulate agency commissions in New England at a 
uniform rate of fifteen per cent. 

The Wiathrop Mutual Fire began to write business last Thursday, 

The fire commissioners and the chief of the Boston fire department, whose 
removal was asked by a few Boston business men, have been completely vin- 
dicated by Chairman Fitch. The petition sent to the city hall has just 113 
names, a poor representation of the business men of Boston. 

At the December meeting of the Paint and Oil Club of New England, a 
member will bring up the matter of the indiscriminate use of fire-crackers, 
giving fire loss statistics caused thereby, and urging restriction of the use of 
fire-crackers, and suggesting some legislation which shall restrict them to cer- 
tain localities and subject to certain regulations. 

At the meeting of the New England Insurance Exchange last Saturday, 
J. F. Barley, Jr., assistant special agent of the Phenix of Brooklyn, was 
elected a member of the exchange. 

The special committee on commission and brokerage made a report, with 
recommendation, which was ordered printed, distributed to members and com- 
panies, and laid over until December 8, The main features of the report are 
as follows: Commissioned agents (except in Boston) to receive fifteen per 
cent on net premiums, with no other compensation, or a company may have 
one salaried representative in any one city, who shall not act for any other 
company. Where a salaried agent is maintained by any company, no other 
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agent shall be paid more than ten per cent by that company. No commission 
exceeding ten per cent shall be allowed on any policy written at the head 
office or a branch office on property in the exchange territory, and brokerage 
shall be but ten per cent and subject to local board conditions. 


Boston, MAss., November 19. ALLAN Eric, 





TOLEDO, O. 
[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

Commissioner Hahn has been quietly looking around Toledo for evidence 
of work done by some of the fire agents in the life line, and it is rumored that 
one or two of the leading life agents are also interested. One of Mr. Hahn's 
assistants has*already secured several policies of some life companies that have 
been issued through the local agents here by companies not legally authorized 
to do business in the State. There seems to be some tall hustling among the 
locals to get the evidence of their work out of the way, but Superintendent 
Hahn thinks that he has abundant evidence to convict and will move at once, 

L. W. Brown, general agent of the Canada Life, reports good progress in 
planting his field with a good corps of live agents, and is gratified with the 
results. The Canada Life when it entered Ohio bought for deposit with the 
insurance department $100,000 of Toledo bonds, which makes the company 
very popular with Toledo people. 

James L. Young, general agent of the New York Life, reports that his 
business keeps up, notwithstanding the dull times. 

J. P. McAfee, general agent of the Union Central Life, holds the proud 
distinction of being the banner general agent of the United States of his com- 
pany, in the volume of new business for the year 1894. 

There is a rumor afloat that a leading life insurance company will the 
coming year erect a modern office building in Toledo ; also that the Standard 
Oil Company would do likewise, 

The Toledo Fire and Marine Insurance Company is about to resume active 
life again, with a new lot of men at the head, It is reported that the company 
will start with a capital of $200,000, and a surplus of not less than $75,000. 
Senator Roricks’ name is mentioned as the probable president. Toledo would 
loyally support a home company, and now seems to be the time for the open- 
ing of operations along that line. ; 

The recent fires demonstrate very clearly the need of a fire tug, as at one of 
the late Summit street fires there was not water pressure enough to throw 
water to the top of the four-story building. 

The. fire commissioners have called the city’s attention to the demand for 
another main, as the present one is not now sufficient for the increased 
demands made upon it, and in case of a break the city is without water for 
any purpose. A fire in the tenth story of the new Nasby building would have 
its own way, as no water could be got to the top of that building. 

William Hahn, Ohio’s Insurance Commissioner, commenced November 
I5 to examine some of the New York life and fire companies that are now 
operating in Ohio. Colonel Ledges of Mansfield is assisting him, 

TOLEDO, O., November Ig. Rex. 





PHILADELPHIA. 
[FRom OuR Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

The Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Association held a love feast at their 
annual meeting on November 14, at the Continental hotel. The management 
of the present executive committee has in the eyes of the association been a 
decided success, and a vote of thanks was tendered them for their good work 
in behalf of the association. Charles A. Hexamer, the new secretary of the 
board, received a goodly share of praise in recognition of his services, There 
was very little to do at the meeting and it was done quickly. About the 
only thing of importance that transpired was the consideration of fixing a 
penalty for infraction of rules of the association, and defining who is to bear 
the burden of the fine—the company or representative. No definite action 
was taken in the matter and it was held open for further consideration. The 
present executive committee and officers were re-elected for the ensuing year, 
viz., Robert B. Beath, United Firemens, chairman ; George L. Reger, Frank- 
lin; E. L. Ellison, Insurance Company of North America; A. J. Wright, 
Springfield Fire and Marine; E. O. Weeks, Aitna of Hartford; W. 5. 
Newell, German-American ; Colonel J. R. Milliken, Merchants of New Jer- 
sey ; E. B, Clark, Phoenix of London; George Wood, Royal of England ; 
Charles A. Hexamer, secretary, and Samuel D. Hawley, treasurer. 

Vrooman & Kimball, the former attorney and deputy-attorney respectively 
of the Philadelphia Fire Lloyds, are establishing themselves as representatives 
of the Lloyds system of insurance in this city. They have been appointed 
agents and correspondents of the following concerns : American Lloyds, Great 
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Western Lloyds, The Lloyds of New York City, Commercial Lloyds, Isthmus 
Lloyds and New York Fire Insurance Company. Vrooman & Kimball are 
still working on the organization of the Philadelphia Fire Insurance Company, 
and expect to have the company in working order by January 1, 1895. 

The Philadelphia agency of the Union Casualty and Surety Company has 
been placed in the hands of M. G. Wolfe, who formerly represented the same 
company in capacity of special agent. D. B. Gray, the former representative 
of the Union, has entered the employ of the Philadelphia branch of the 
Fidelity and Casualty Insurance Company of New York. 

Judge Butler of the United States Circuit Court has refused to grant new 
trials in the suits of Marcos Morales against the National of Hartford and the 
Hartford Fire Insurance Company. Morales recently recovered verdicts for 
$4,934.50 against each of the companies mentioned, on policies of insurance 
on his cigar factory in this city, which was destroyed a year ago this month, 
The insurance companies claimed that the damage was excessive, but the 
verdicts were for the full sums demanded. Inasmuch as the National and 
Hartford have decided to pay the claims without further dissension, Judge 
butler’s decision will affect a large number of companies interested, the names 
of which I gave in one of my previous letters. 

The Germania Mutual Fire Insurance Company has elected D. P, Welsh 
secretary of the company, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Jos. 
A. Hull, who proposes to organize a new inutual fire insurance company. 

Colonel J. E. Hyneman announces that on December 1, 1894, he will 
celebrate his twenty-fifth anniversary in the insurance business by a change in 
the style of firm to J. E. Hyneman & Co., and removal to new offices in the 
Commercial Union building, Nos. 416, 418 and 420 Walnut street, Philadel- 
phia. Morley Underhill, who has been admitted to the firm, has been 
associated with Mr. Hyneman for many years. The concern represent the 
following companies: Hanover of New York, Merchants of New Jessey, 
Newark of New Jersey, Transatlantic of Germany, Teutonia of Allegheny, 
Pa.; National of Allegheny, Pa.; Springfield of Massachusetts, Prussian 
National of Germany, Guarantors Liability and Indemnity Company of Phil- 
adelphia, and the Employers Liability Assurance Corporation, Ltd., of London, 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., November Ig. Q. U. AKER. 





CINCINNATI, O. 


[From Our Own CorRRESPONDENT. | 

The Hamburg-Bremen Company, which withdrew from Ohio some years 
ago, is anxious to get back again, without, however, paying the usual deposit 
of $100,000 to the Insurance Commissioner, but this appears to be an insur- 
mountable obstacle. 

Special Agent Meeks has just transferred his company, the Providence- 
Washington, from the Sears’ agency to that of Jones, Montgomery & Co. 
The National has left the same agency and policies for it will in future be 
written by Magby & Stiess. 

A. J. Hammell had the Dwelling House of Boston here, but,"as it was 
gobbled up by the Springfield Fire and Marine, this company has placed a 
second agency with Mr. Hammell. 

It is also learned that Special Agent George Brown of the Caledonian has 
made arrangements to withdraw his company from Simon Sturm and give it 
te the Law & Ganse] agency, who have always room for ‘‘one more good 
one,” 

Karl Kleve & Co. are trying hard to get the Firemens of Baltimore to locate 
with them, 

We have had several prominent visitors here during ‘the week, amongst 
others being E. W. French, general agent of the Orient, and Truman W. 
Eustis, general agent of the Phenix of Brooklyn. 

The fire underwriters had their usual monthly meeting last week, and the 
report of the special committee appointed to investigate the charges against 
Herman Newman was approved without a single dissenting voice, notwith- 
standing the fact that he had written the committee a special letter, asking for 
virtual reinstatement in his position. The special committee appointed to 
investigate the alleged receiving of a bribe by Secretary Charles Marshall was 
not ready to report, and further time was granted them. It has since trans- 
pired that Marshall has candidly admitted the charges of bribery made against 
him. Mr. Marshall has been many years with the Underwriters as secretary, 
and has proved a most able officer. The Grinnell Sprinkler Company are 
said to have given him $325, and claim to have their checks to prove the state- 
ment, This is only one of many charges made against him, all of which he 
admitted, and the special committee asked for more time to consider what 
should be done in the light of his confession, and will not, perhaps, report 
until the time for the election of new officers next year. Marshall’s friends 
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are nonplussed at his conduct, and candidates are even now numerous for 
his place. 
The special committee to whom was referred article No. 8 of the consti- 


’ tution of the Life Underwriters Association for revision, has been unable to 


have a meeting so far, and everyone realizes they have a hard nut to crack in 
substituting an article which will be agreeable to all the members and yet 
retain the anti-rebate feature, which is the main prop of the whole organ- 
ization. 

Dr. F. G. Cross, manager of the Massachusetts Mutual Life, hada visit from 
President M. V. B. Edgerly, who, to show the good doctor that he has not 
forgotten how to ‘‘ close him up,” even if he were president of his company, 
called on a party whilst here at the doctor’s request, and got his signature to 
a $50,000 ‘* app,” which so tickled the doctor that he gave a supper at the 
St. Nicholas to his superior officer and invited his staff to be present. 

CINCINNATI, O., November 17. LEo, 





MICHIGAN. 


[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

The life insurance business in Detroit during the past two months shows.a 
decided change for the better. Nearly all the agents report business as look- 
ing up. Among those who report an exceptionally good business for October 
may be mentioned M. I, Whitman of the Mutual Benefit Life ; Sanborn & 
Pim, managers Massachusetts Benefit; Bradly & Houghton, State Mutual, and 
W. B. Montgomery, manager Mutual Reserve. For October, Sanborn & 
Pim report $125,000, M. I. Whitman’ $168,000, and W. B. Montgomery 
$197,000. 

The fire insurance agency of McClean & Bell of Marquette has been pur- 
chased by McDonald & Quinn of the same place. 

H. H. Emmons has been appointed general agent for Eastern Michigan 
for the Nederland Life Insurance Company of Holland. 

The new fire insurance agencies of Rowen & Rathbone and Warren, Burtch 
& Co. have been admitted to membership in the Detroit Underwriters Club. 

The Michigan Mutual Life of Detroit has established a Southern depart- 
ment, with headquarters at Atlanta Ga. H.H. Cobb, an experienced and 
successful life insurance man, has been placed in charge as manager. 

Mrs. N. L. Griffin of Detroit, cashier of the Berkshire Life, writes more 
life insurance ‘‘ on the side” than a great many gentlemen agents. In nine 
days, a short time ago, she wrote no less than $20,000 new business. 

The Atlas has taken up the agency held by A, W. Baxter, leaving George 
W. Chandler sole agent for Detroit. Mr. Baxter has received an agency of 
the Greenwich to compensate him for the loss of the Atlas. 

The New York Life has appointed C, S, Sicklesteel of North Branch and 
David Quay of Sheboygan, Mich., agents, 

Charles L. Raymond of Detroit, the popular special agent for Michigan of 
the Fidelity and Casualty Company, was married November 13 to Miss 
Jennie E, Pratt, daughter of Stephen Pratt, a wealthy boilermaker of Detroit. 
The newly married couple will spend the next two weeks in Washington city 
and New York. 

The Milwaukee Mechanics has appointed McDonald & Quinn of Negaunee 
and A. L. Wright of Bad Axe, Mich., agents. 

George W. Partridge, one of the oldest insurance’ agents of Detroit, has 
been elected to the Michigan State legislature on the Republican ticket. 

The Equitable Life agent at Ann Arbor, Will B. Price, died at Ashville, 
N. C., November 6, after a lingering illness) He was twenty-six years of 
age and unmarried. He had gone to Ashville, hoping to regain his health. 

George E. Depew, who was recently appointed to take charge of the new 
department for Michigan of the Iowa Life, is going at his work with com- 
mendable energy. He has secured handsome offices at 18 McGraw building, 
and has appointed the following special agents: C. A. Hunt, George Pringle 
and Charles R. Wright. 

Charles W. Pickell, Michigan manager of the Massachusetts Mutual Life, 
has been placed in charge of the twelve northern counties of Ohio, in addi- 
tion to his old territory. 

Eugene B. Stork, who came to Detroit a couple of months ago and opened 
an office as Western manager of the United Life Insurance Association, left 
the city suddenly a few days ago. The party from whom he rented his desk 
room received a postal card, saying that he would not return, A great many 
people, mostly collectors, have called at the office, but in vain, 

Roswell Mott of Lansing has received an agency of the Commerce Insur- 
ance Company. 

Sanborn & Pim,-managers of the Massachusetts Benefit Life, have ap- 
pointed John Keating and Wm, Heathcote agents. at Detroit. Mr, Heath- 
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cote was formerly with the Metropolitan Life, under his brother, Thomas 
Heathcote, 

In accordance with the company’s changed policy, the North British and 
Mercantile has taken up all its agencies in Detroit, excepting those held by 
Fred Guenther, A. G. Lindsay and Carl Wurzer, The agencies taken up 
were held by Charles L. Clark & Co., Kurth & Kurth and H, J, Guthard. 

DETROIT, MICH., November 16. Bs Js We 














COMMUNICATIONS. 


The Trouble in Philadelphia. 
[To THE EpiTor oF THE SPECTATOR, ] 


As I sat and listened at the annual meeting of the Philadelphia Board the 

other day, I could not help thinking that the old adage, ** Republics are 
ungrateful,” should be amended by adding thereto ‘*so are corporations.” 
. This was deeply impressed upon me when I heard the chief executive pleading 
the baby act in accounting for the shortcomings of the board, by putting the 
blame upon “‘two prominent agencies in the neighborhood of the corner of 
Fourth and Walnut.” We all knew who were referred to, and when we 
recall the fact that each of these ‘‘ prominent agents” gave ten yeats of gratui- 
tous service to the corporations composing the board, the amendment seems 
entirely in order. Of course it is silly to put the blame upon those two 
agents, or, in fact, all the agents, because they are merely the creatures of the 
companies, and if we as managers cannot control our own business and our 
own association, we had better resign our places. 

The management were, no doubt, fully alive to the fact that the present 
position of the board needed an apology, and as the deposed agents were not 
there to defend themselves, what could be more natural than to make them 
the scapegoats. I would have greatly rejoiced if one of them had been on 
hand to ‘*‘ talk back,” but I doubt if the opportunity would have been given ; 
it is so much easier to ‘‘ pitch in” toa man that is not on hand to defend 
himself. It would have been much more to the point if it had been frankly 
confessed that the present scheme is a dead failure, and will never be any- 
thing better. What good is a board whose principal energies are expended 
in reducing rates and sending out caution slips in regard to risks said to be 
written under rate? These appear to be the functions of our board, and to 
some extent the rate-reducing function is usurped by the offices by a gentle 
cut, What a change in a short twelve months ! To add to our misery, we all 
know it (all except the committee), and not one of us has the courage to step 
out and say so. We continually are served with the *‘ caution” slips, and no 
day passes that we are not obliged to pay rebates, vide the Knickerbocker Ice 
Company’s case—not for improvements. More rebates are now paid ina 
week than were formerly paid in six months. 

Another matter that struck me at our meeting was the free lunch paid for 
by the companies. What an example for ouragents! Here we are managers 
of companies with, let us hope, good fat salaries, and our stockholders pay 
for our lunch, while in former years, when the agents were the active mem- 
bers, we allowed them to pay for their own if they wanted any. What a 
waste of the companies’ money it would have been to have done otherwise. 
Of course I do not begrudge the share my company paid, for I thisik I ** got 
even,” but how I wouid kick if such a charge came in my agent’s monthly 
account. 

Can anybody tell us what is the rate of brokerage in these days, who gets 
brokerage, and whether the assured is not as good a broker as any other man ? 
The only pleasant recollection of the meeting is the sturdy effort that our 
eloquent friend made for the representation of the 
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—There is a good deal of wisdom in the act of one of Chicago’s largest 
merchants, who finding it impossible to procure sufficient insurance in solvent 
companies, constructed a building with three compartments, with double steel 
vault doors covering each opening. The result is that companies which form- 
erly carried from $2500 to $5000 upon the stock now write from $5000 to 
$30,000 in each.compartment, and at a rate of fifty-five cents, while the former 
rate was $1.50. The merchant saves $9500 per annum in insurance, and the 
companies have excellent risks. — Zxchange. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


James Talcott vs. The American Credit Indemnity Company. 
Mr. ABRAHAM, general manager of the American Credit Indemnity Com- 
pany, advises us that the Supreme Court in general term has vacated the 
attachment obtained by James Talcott, the New York dry goods merchant, 
against that company in the suit of Mr. Talcott brought for the purpose of 
getting judgment under four insurance policies. Mr. Talcott’s counsel, 
Strong, Harmon & Mathewson, explained to a representative of THE Spec- 
TATOR that the attachment referred to was vacated on technical grounds, the 
statement having been inadvertently omitted in the legal papers that Mr. 
Talcott is a resident of New York city, and further asserted that they had no 
doubt they would be successful in securing a decision in their favor on this 
step in Mr, Talcott’s suit when the proper papers were completed. 

In the issue of THE SPECTATOR of November 8 we presented the American 
Credit Indemnity Company’s side of this controversy. In connection with 
that article it might be explained that Mr. Talcott, the plaintiff, is a merchant 
of excellent reputation and extensive credit. He stated to a representative of 
THE SPECTATOR that in a business experience of forty years, during which he 
has carried fire insurance covering large values, he has not made a claim under 
his policies, never having sustained a fire loss. At the request of THE SPEc- 
TATOR Mr. Talcott’s counsel have promised to furnish a statement embody- 
ing his side of the issue against the American Credit Indemnity Company for 
publication in the next issue of THE SPECTATOR, 





The Defunct Peoples Fire of Manchester. 
SEVERAL inquiries having come to this office regarding the progress of the 
receivership of the Peoples Fire of Manchester, which failed over a year ago, 
we addressed a letter to the receiver, N. P. Hunt, who replied as follows: 


I regret exceedingly that I cannot give you any definite information in 
regard to the affairs of this company, as we have not yet reached a point 
where any estimate can be made ot the liabilities of the company or what per- 
centage its assets will pay to the creditors, Last August our Supreme Court 
handed down a decision in relation to the basis upon which return premium 
upon policies returned for cancellation by the insured was to be computed, 
which was decided to be in accordance with the short rate table. We have 
had more than 40,000 policies returned to us for cancellation, and immediately 
upon receiving the decision of the court we at once set about computing the 
amount due thereon, but you can readily understand that it will take us quite 
a while to figure out the amount due on all these policies. 

The company had at the time of its failure many law suits in different sec- 
tions of the country, brought against it to determine its liability for losses 
under its policies, and it will be a long time before these can be finally dis- 
posed of. The assets of the company were of a very slow nature and quite 
difficult of collection, a large amount being invested in Western loans and in 
debentures of trust companies, Many ot the debenture bonds held by this 
company were in trust companies which failed, and have since reorganized 
and scaled down their interest, and we cannot at this time estimate the value 
of these securities, but hope for quite an appreciation as business improves 
throughout the country. 

No dividend can be declared until all the liabilities of the company are 
ascertained and all its assets converted intocash. This will take a good while 
yet to accomplish. I do not see how any dividend can be looked for for more 
than a year yet. 


Early in the year 1893, within six or seven months of the failure of the Peo- 
ples, the company filed sworn statements as of December 31, 1892, with the 
various Insurance Departments, showing a paid-up capital of $500,000, assets 
of $1,012,835 and a surplus over all liabilities of $80,251. While the com- 
pany was wrecked by the manipulations of certain of the officers, the state- 
ments of the Insurance Commissioner of New Hampshire, issued after the 
company’s difficulties were given publicity, showed assets of $604,000 and 
liabilities, including capital, $955,000, indicating an impairment of $350,000. 
The claimants of the company are patiently awaiting the closing up of the 
organization by the receiver. 





Classification and Analysis of Fire Risks. 


THE executive committee of the National Board of Fire Underwriters has 
adopted a system of classification of fire risks which local boards throughout 
the country will be requested to use in the preparation of reports to the 
National Board on the fires occurring in their respective territories. Agents 
will readily recognize the importance of the information desired and of pre- 
senting it accurately in just the form specified. When an analysis of the 
returns from all the principal towns and localities of the United States is 
made, the absence of one or two of the items named may render the entire 
return of a board no value in the computation of class hazards, etc. Various 
blank forms are attached to the classification list, to be used as guides in the 
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compilation of the statistics, and full instructions as to their use are given. 
The advantage to be derived from a complete (or nearly so) return of the 
business of the country by classes of ‘risks in respect to values of property at 
risk and burned, number of risks burned, amounts of losses by inherent haz- 
ards and exposures, amount of insurance, and months showing largest losses 
in each class, enabling the deduction of the amounts of annual loss on the 
various classes, number of fires in each class, relative percentages of loss to 
insurance, average proportion of insurance to value, utility of fire protection, 
comparative liability to loss on different classes of stocks and buildings, pro- 
portion of exposure fires and hazards of tenancy can scarcely be over-estimated. 

From this data can be gained an almost exact knowledge of the fire cost in 
relation to value and insurance carried, and by subtracting exposure losses, 
the net fire cost of each class. It then only remains to make additions to the 
actual fire cost per $100 of insurance to cover expenses, profit and conflagra- 
tion hazard, to arrive at the correct rate for the class. The rate for any class, 
with full or percentage coinsurance, could be similarly obtained from the fire 
cost per $100 of value. It is to be hoped that local board secretaries and 
underwriters in general will see the desirability of an analysis of the fire 
insurance business, as proposed, and promote this classification to the full 
extent of their power. No companies will be known in this matter and there 
can be no objection to the supplying of the information to the National Board 
for digestion for the use and guidance of companies and agents in the future. 
A classification of this kind has long been badly needed, but the objection of 
companies to giving out their individual experience, even under conditions 
of secrecy, has been so strong that no really successful attempt in this direction 
has been made, The plan now adopted by the National Board has no such 
objectionable feature, and if the local boards respond, as they should, to the 
inquiries, a really valuable experience table may result. 











MERE MENTION. 


Life Insurance Notes. 
—The Massachusetts Mutual Life has issued over 100,000 policies. 
—The New York Insurance Journal has removed its office to 173 Broadway. 


—The offices of the receiver of the Commercial Alliance are in the Mutual 
Life building, 32 Liberty street, New York. 

—Ernest Giese, late general agent for the Equitable Life at Liepzig, has 
been sentenced to six months’ imprisonment for embezzling premiums to the 
amount of 11,488 marks, 

—The Manhattan Life’s genera] agency in Pennsylvania and Delaware will 
be continued under the firm name of J. B. Carr & Son. Frank W. Carr is 
charged with the supervision of the business. 

—It is reported that the Sun Life of Louisville will enter Ohio, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania and Illinois after January 1. The progress which this company 
has made in industrial insurance is unprecedented. 

—A Chicago man who is insured for $1000, and was taken sick at his 
sister’s house, was locked into a wood-house, beaten and otherwise ill-treated 
and asked why he did not die. He escaped, however, and reached a hospital. 

'—The Omaha Life of Omaha, Neb., an assessment company, does not seem 
to be meeting with much success. It has recently gone into the industrial 
business, a move which does net augur well for its long continuance in 
business. 

—C. A. Weidenfeller, superintendent at Brooklyn for the Metropolitan, 
was on Monday, November 5, presented with a floral horse-sHoe over six feet 
high, on the occasion of his sixteenth anniversary of his superintendency with 
the Metropolitan Life. 

—The Iowa Life Underwriters Association recently petitioned the Hon, 
C. G. McCarthy, Auditor of State for lowa, to require the Fidelity Mutual 
Life Association of Philadelphia to submit its policies for valuation. The 
decision has not yet been rendered. 

—The regular monthly meeting of the Life Insurance Association of New 
York will be held on Tuesday next at the rooms of the Insurance Club, when 
Henry Worthington Smith will read a paper. Robert A. Sasseen of the 
Equitable Life has applied for membership. 

—Foreign insurance companies operating in Cape Colony have to pay an 
assessment of two and one-half per cent on premiums received, but not to be 
less than $150, nor more than $2500. For the current year the Equitable of 
New York paid $2500 and the Mutual Life $1140. 

—The Federal Life of Davenport, Ia., has fared well to date and expects 
te put forth a very satisfactory statement on January 1. The financial part 
will be especially strong. The company will extend its business in the new 
year and good men may obtain satisfactory agency contracts. 

—H. H. Holmes, alias H. H. Howard, was arrested in Boston last week, 
and to avoid being charged with murder confessed to a conspiracy to rob .the 
Fidelity Mutual Life of Philadelphia of $10,000,.by palming off a corpse as 
the body of B. F. Pitzel, a policyholder in the association. He will be taken 
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to Philadelphia for trial. It is stated that the more serious charge of murder 
may yet be made against him, 

—Professor Wm, P. Stewart, agency instructor of the Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company of New York, recently visited Arkansas, where Manager Geo, 
Tilles showed him the best of the land and brought the Mutual Life to the 
forefront of public attention. As a consequence, many Arkansans will prob- 
ably ‘‘ talk with Tilles” before the year is over. 


—According to the political gossipers of Pennsylvania, Insurance Commis- 
sioner Luper is slated for removal when his term expires, the office to go to 
James H. Lambert, who has been a newspaper man all his life. The Penn- 
sylvania Department has been a model of efficiency ever since its establish- 
ment, and it is a matter of regret that Commissioner Luper will have to go. 


—J. V. McIntyre of Washington, D. C., manager of the Southern depart- 
ment of the Security Mutual Life Association of Binghamton, N. Y., has 
received considerable assistance from a report made by a committee of his 
policyholders, who visited the home office of the association for the purpose 
of investigating its way of doing business. The committee consisted of Geo, 
A. Bartlett, John W. Schaefer (secretary Commercial Fire of Washington), 
Allan S. Johnson and Wm. D. Campbell. They say in their report that the 
Security on October 22 had over $13,000,000 in force, with $300,000 of 
assets ; that it has used great care in the selection of risks, and that its funds 
have been wisely and carefully invested. The books are kept in a clear and 
simple manner and the directors are men of high standing and integrity in the 
city of Binghamton. The report concludes as follows: ‘* Our investigation 
of the Security Mutual Life Association has been most satisfactory, and we 
recommend the company as safe and thoroughly reliable, having conservative 
and economical management.” 


Fire Insurance Notes. 
—The insurance tax in Missouri for the past year was $206,817. 
—Blauvelt & Morrell succeed Polhemus & Blauvelt at Nyack, N. Y. 
—W. E. McCormick succeeds Snook & Seeger at Port Jervis, N. Y. 
—E. H. Leizure & Co. is the style of a new firm at McKeesport, Pa, 
— Iowa companies writing farm risks will meet to-day at Des Moines. P 
—A. H. Wilder, a director of the St. Paul Fire and Marine, died lately. 
—John Gavin of Chicago is alleged to be short in his accounts with the 


Queen. 
—E. V. Munn, Illinois State agent for the Home of New York, has 


resigned. 

—J. A. Graham and D. R. Bisbee have entered the insurance business at 
Barre, Vt. 

—The Detroit Board of Fire Underwriters wants to be represented on the 
fire board. 

—The two per cent tax bill in the Vermont legislature has met death in 
committee. 

—Walter A. Clark has bought the insurance agency of S. H. Kellogg at 
Rutland, Vt. 

—Henry Keney of Hartford is dead. He was long a director of the 
Hartford Fire. 

—Chicago’s latest proposed company is the Chicago National Fire Insur- 
ance Company. 

—The Mutual Fire’s general agent at San Francisco, E. W. S. Van 
Slyke, has resigned. 

—Ben Robinson becomes a partner in the firm of J. S. Crosby & Co, at 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

—Benjamin Joachim has been indicted at Newark, N. J., ‘‘ for burning 
with intent to defraud.” 

—William H. Cary will continue at McPherson, Kan., the business of 
Cary & Bachelor, dissolved. 

—The agencies of Willard Meriam and E. W. Bentley & Co. of Kansas 
City, Kan., have consolidated. ; 

—The rewards now offered for the capture and conviction of the Savannah 
(Ga.) incendiaries amounts to $7500. 

—The former manager of the Economic of London, John Carswell, will 
probably manage the new Argus of London. 

—Emery Coulsen, a night watchman, confessed to lighting the box factory 
of the Hammond Packing Company at Omaha, Neb. 

—S. R. Warner, formerly assistant general agent of the Phoenix of Lon- 
don at Chicago, died recently of consumption at Colorado Springs. 


—A fire in the warehouse of E. S. Jaffray & Co. at 109 and 111 Leonard 
street, New York, on Tuesday night, caused a loss of about $400,000. 

—The Attorney-General of Illinois is of the opinion that the Western 
Manufacturers Mutual has a legal right to reorganize and resume business. 


—The advisory committee of the Fire Underwriters Union met the executive 
committee of the Texas Underwriters Association on Monday and Tuesday to 
discuss Texas matters. The new cotton deal came up, and it was recom- 
mended that representatives of the various cotton State organizations should 
meet at New Orleans on December 4 to devise some means for protecting this 
class of business, 

—La Fonciere of France was apparently the heaviest loser among the 
insurance companies on the cotton burned last week at Westwego, near New 
Orleans, La, It is reported to have insured 8000 bales. The Standard 
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Marine of Liverpool and the Insurance Company of North America, also, 
had large lines involved, 

—A valued policy bill has been introduced in the Georgia legislature. 
Also a bill permitting the placing of surplus lines in unauthorized companies. 


—A fifteen-year-old boy, Walter B. Francois, has confessed to firing the 
Burnham Industrial Farm buildings at Canaan, N. Y., and a building at 
Binghamton, 

—The many friends of George L. Chase, president of the Hartford Fire, 
will regret to learn that he is now quite ill, We trust that he will soon be 
convalescent. 


—F. C. Moore will address the New York State Association of Local 
Boards of Fire Underwriters at Utica on December 11. The meeting of the 
board covers the 11th and 12th. 

—The Saginaw Valley Fire and Marine of Saginaw, Mich., has increased 
its capital to $200,000, and will soon enter several States. A dividend of ten 
per cent will be paid in January next. 

~—Jacksonville (Fla.) business men have decided to defer the organization 
of a Lloyds until they can hear from the South-Eastern Tariff Association, 
in view of the proposed re-rating of the city, 

—Edwin Beers of Brooklyn, N. Y., who took an active part in the organi- 
zation of two Brooklyn fire insurance companies, the Phenix and the Mon- 
tauk, died last Sunday, aged seventy-three years. 

—It is reported that the Vernon Insurance and Trust Company and the 
Indiana Insurance Company of Indianapolis will each increase its capital to 
$300,000, and that the Vernon will enter Illinois. 


—The Mountain Field Club will meet at Denver, Col., on December 6. 
The final report of the committee on mining schedules will be presented at 
this meeting, and other important business transacted. 

—H. C. Page of Seattle, Wash., alleges that he was duped into buying a 
quantity of almost worthless stock of the Cascade Fire and Marine, and sues 
the receiver and several stockholders for $35,000 damages, 

—The Des Moines Insurance Company is doing a large and increasing busi- 
ness. Its premiums for the first ten months of 1892, 1893 and 1894 were 
respectively as follows: $219,122, $273,736 and $305,457. 


—Indianapolis seems to need a stirring up at the hands of the underwriters. 
During the recent large fire there twenty-three sections of hose burst, and the 
electric wires so impeded the firemen that they were unable to raise a ladder. 


—About twenty buildings have recently been burned at Springfield, Ill., 
by incendiaries. When caught firing a stable, they choked the owner and 
threw him into the burning building, from which he was rescued by a 
neighbor. 

--The Insurance Company of North America will retain the present West- 
ern field force of that company and the Pennsylvania Fire in combination. 
New men will be appointed by the last-named company within the next 
month or so. 

—‘* Queer court decision. Iowa Supreme Court upholds an insurance com- 
pany in refusing to pay a loss.”’ The foregoing newspaper heading implies 
that only decisions for the insured are just, and those adverse must be looked 
upon as ‘‘ queer.” 

—The Louisiana Construction and Improvement Company of New Orleans, 
which recently met with a severe fire loss, notifies shippers that they will be 
held responsible in future for damage accruing from unlawful storage of 
cotton on the company’s wharves. 

—The Iowa situation is still unsettled, and the proposed agreement hangs 
fire. Gentlemen of the recalcitrant companies, do not interpose any unnec- 
essary obstacles in the way of this reform, but, if possible, append your sig- 
natures and place the business on a good basis. 

—J. E. Hatcher of Richmond, Va., states that the only connection he had 
with the fraudulent Provident Insurance Company was that he indorsed a 
note for the officers, which he has since had to meet. The concern was run 
by Messrs. Hayner, Fry and Frey, who have all left Richmond, 


—Any fire insurance company standing in need of an experienced all-around 
man in office or field should answer the advertisement in another part of this 
paper. The gentleman who is open to an offer has spent twenty years in the 
business, during seven of which he was secretary of a company. 


—A meeting at Natchez, Miss., listened to a report showing that a valve at 
the pumping station of the water-works was out of order, *‘ but that the dif- 
ficulty would all be remedied in the course of a few days,” and immediately 
appointed a committee to protest against the high insurance rates. 


—Blythebourne, L. I., is to have some fire protection. Underwriters will 
be interested in learning from The Brooklyn. Citizen that ‘at present the 
propertyowners have to pay for insurance what is known as suburban rates. 
These are very high, and in some instances amount to more than the taxes. 
On stores and dwellings the suburban rate is $18 to $100.” 


—The following facts in relation to comparative loss by fire are compiled 
by Mr. Litchfield: Number of fires in European cities per 1000 population, 
London, .68 per cent ; Paris, .43; Berlin, 2.55 ; Pittsburg, .67 ; Constanti- 
nople, .65; Vienna, .71; Hamburg, 1.17; Glasgow, .88; Warsaw, .22 ; 
Rome, .76; Marseilles, 1.13; Milan, 1.15; Leeds, .75; Sheffield, .29; 
Turin, .88 ; Copenhagen, .80; Odessa, 2.31; Dresden, 1.21; Edinburgh, 
1.43; Belfast, .22. The same for the five largest cities of Asia, Africa and 
South America is as follows: Bombay, .14; Bangkok, Sianr, .008 ; Buenos 
Ayres, .13; Montevedeo, Uruguay, .19; Cairo, Egypt, .30. For the twenty- 
five largest cities of the United States, the committee’s statistics for 1892 
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show the following percentage of fires per 1000 population : New York, 2.24 ; 
Chicago, 2.46; Philadelphia, 1.34; Brooklyn, 1.68; St. Louis, 1.68 ;' Bos- 
ton, 1.69; Baltimore, 2.40; Buffalo, 1.61 ; Cincinnati, 2.58 ; Detroit, 2.46; 
Cleveland, 3.64; San Francisco, 1.96; Washington, 1.32; New Orleans, 
2.72; Minneapolis, 2.88; Newark, 1.83; Louisville, 104; Jersey City, 
2.66; St. Paul, 2.51; Omaha, 1.57; Kansas City, 4.39; Providence, 3.56; 
Rochester, 1.71; Indianapolis, 2 69; Columbus, 2.33. The comparison of 
the American and European figures is significant. It is further emphasized 
by a comparison of the total losses for the year. Paris, Berlin and Con- 
stantinople, with populations respectively of 2.424,705, 1,553,000 and 
1,000,000, had losses respectively of $917,444, $348,834 and $591,000. 





AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER NOTES. 


—As illustrating the efficacy of automatic sprinklers and mill construction in 
keeping down fire losses, the experience of the Boston Manufacturers Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company for the year ending October 1, 1894, is interesting. ‘lhe 
losses in that period are reported to have been but about five per cent of the 
premiums. 


_ ~The American Cotton Oil Company has evidently found that money invested 
in fire protective appliances is well invested. This is indicated by the following 
extract from its last annual report: ‘‘ The expenditures for fire protection have 
continued during the past year to the extent of $113,852.25, of which $47,409.26 was 
part of the cost of five new mills completed in that period, and $66,442.99 for 
changes and additions to old mills. The reduction in premiums by reason of the 
expenditures for sprinkler equipment justifies the completion of this work through- 
out the organization, as is expected during the coming year. ‘The total amount of 
all classes of insurance carried during the past year was $28,158,836, at a cost of 
$266,204.87, while the losses on fire risks were $3,759.70; On marine risks, 
$15,545.06; total losses, $19,304.76, which were promptly paid.” 

—THE GRINNELL IN RussIA.—A fire occurred at W. Stolaroff's Vigonia yarn 
mill, Lodz, Russian Poland, on the 4th ult. The fire took place in the willow 
room, which was extinguished immediatety by four sprinklers. The damage, 
according to the report, was next to w7/. This is the fourth fire at this mill extin- 
guished by Grinnells.—A fire started in the bale room of the Kalinkin cotton mill, 
St. Petersburg, on the roth ult., after the mill was closed. ‘Two Grinnell sprinklers 
opened and at once extinguished the fire. Nociaim will be made on the insurance 
companies.—One Grinnell sprinkier opened and extinguished a fire in the mule 
room of the old Samson mill, St. Petersburg, on the 8th ult. The fire started at 
midday through some unknown cause, and was so quickly extingu’shed that the 
water was on the installation again in twenty minutes from the start of the out- 
break. The owners are of the opinion that the Grinnell saved the mill. No claim 
will be made on the insurance companies.—-Post Alagazine and Insurance Monitor. 


—A dispatch from Quincy, Ill., describes a new fire extinguishing device as 
follows: ‘* Aninvention for extinguishing fires by chemical processes has been 
brought to an excellent state of perfection by some men in this city, and, the public 
tests of its efficiency have proved to be most satisfactory. ‘I he chief idea in view is 
to dispel the oxygen from the air in the premises where the flames are started, and, 
with this feat accomplished, the fire immediately goes out. The means applied 
for reaching this end are in arranging an insulated wire running close to the ceiling 
of therooms. By an electric appliance caused by the breaking out of a fire an alarm 
bell is rung when the temperature reaches 105 degrees. At this heat the wire 1s 
parted, and weights that are arranged at intervals fall on small vials of chemically- 
prepared material, producing a gas that torces the oxygen from the room through 
valves that are fixed for the special purpose. ‘lhe valves swing back into place 
when the oxygen is gone, causing the room to be perfectly air-tight. ‘The tests 
given here shut off the fire at once, but a delay of twenty minutes is taken before 
it is prudent to enter the place, on account of the foul air. Ina large building the 
wires are arranged separately on the several floors connecting with a general indi- 
cator in the offiec, and when the alarm is sounded the fire is located. Connections 
are also made with the wire to drop all windows that might be open at the time of 
the breaking out of the fire.” 


—Memphis has had another sprirkler fire, this time the loss being distributed 
among the Lloyds and mutuals. ‘The cause of the fire and the reason it was not 
held in check by the sprinklers is unknown. ‘The plant was owned by the National 
Cotton Seed Oil and Huller Company and was equipped with the Hill automatic 
sprinkler. It was insured as follows under general form: Manufacturers Lloyds, 
—" Atlas Mutual, $7000; Philadelphia Fire Lloyds, $6000; Mutual Lloyds, 
$5000; South and North American Lloyds, $5000; Metropolitan Lloyds, $5000; 
Insurers Alliance, $2500; New York Central Lloyds, $2500; Commercial Lloyds, 
$7500; Mercantile Lloyds, $6500; Merchants Lloyds, $5500; Columbia Lloyds, 
$5000; Commonwealth Mutual, $5000; Equitable Mutual, $5000; Bay State 
Mutual, $2500; Western Massachusetts Mutual, $2500. The total insurance under 
general form amounts to $95,000. There was stock insurance as below: Mutual 
Lloyds, $15,000;* Metropolitan Lloyds, $7500; Indemnity Lloyds, $5000; Globe, 
New York, $2500. Total insurance on stock, $30,000. The loss will be nearly 
total.—Chicago Inter-Ocean. The following statement is made by the General 
Fire Extinguisher Company regarding this fire: ‘‘ Mr. Hill’s engineer visited the 
works last August, and found the premises only partially equipped. Since the 
original equipment, it seems, considerable additions have been made to the plant, 
and these additions had not been sprinkled. Proposals were made for completing 
the equipment, but they declined to do anything at present. It would seem, 
therefore, that this is the old story of the destruction of a plant, because the fire got 
into portions which had no sprinkler protection. We shall continue our investiga- 
tion until satisfied that we are in possession of all the facts.”’ 





AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

—Geo. E. Depew, Detroit, manager for the lowa Life for Michigan. 

—George Pratt, San Francisco, general agent for the Provident Savings Life. 

—Louis A. Cleaves, Jr., manager for the Union Central Life, at Philadelphia. 

—A. S. Doughty, Charleston, gene-al agent for the Nederland Life for North 
and South Carolina. 

—S. V. Stewart, agent for the German.American of New York, at Charleston, 
S. C., vice S. Y. Tupper & Sons. 

—Ellsworth Magee, Topeka, formerly with the Mutual Life of New York, gen- 
eral agent for Kansas for the Kansas Mutual Life Association. 

—Morris Insurance Agency and Realty Company, agent for the New Hampshire 
Fire, Westchester Fire, Agricultural and Glens Falls, at Pueblo, Col. 

—Captain O. H. Bulkley, Portland, Ore. (formerly Massachusetts general agent 
for the Provident Savings), general agent for the Union Central Life for Oregon. 





